
 
 

Tuition &  Tuition Assistance 
 
 
 
 
The Grand Rapids Christian Schools (GRCS) are committed to keeping Christian education accessible, regardless of 
family income, and to offering highly experienced and well-educated teachers, low student-to-teacher ratios, and a 
variety of high quality educational programs. In order to understand our tuition system, please review the definitions 
of five key terms, specific to GRCS, outlined here:   
 
1. Requested Tuit ion 

Each year, our school board calculates our total operating budget and divides it by the number of students to 
determine full tuition rates for each grade level. These rates include tuition, program enhancement fees (if 
applicable), and a tax-deductible donation of $1,215 per student to help cover the full cost of tuition and capital 
needs, as well as support GRCS Foundation and New2You Shoppe. All parents are asked to pay the Requested 
Tuition if they are able.  

 
Requested Tuit ion Rates for  2006/2007 
Kindergarten (Half day or alternate whole day)  $4694   
Kindergarten (3 full days)    $5050   
All-Day (5 days) Kindergarten and Grades 1-5  $6749   
Grades 6-8      $7154   
Grades 9-12      $8031   

 
2. Required Tuition and Fees 

Parents who are not able to pay the Requested Tuition must pay the Required Tuition and applicable Program 
Enhancement Fees.   

 
Required Tuition 2006/2007     Program Enhancement Fees 
Kindergarten (Half day or 2 full days & 1 half day) $3479   $0 
Kindergarten (3 full days)    $3835   $0 
All-Day (5 days) Kindergarten and Grades 1-6  $5534   $0 
Grades 6-8      $5864  $75/student 
Grades 9-12      $6716             $100/student 
 
Optional Tax-Deductible Donations 
Parents who pay the Required Tuition and Fees are also asked to consider making tax-deductible donations, 
based on a suggested per student amount, to help cover the full cost of education and capital needs, as well as to 
support the GRCS Foundation and the New2You Shoppe. The New 2 You Shoppe, an upscale resale store, was 
opened in the spring of 2004 to help reduce the cost of Christian education for all families attending GRCS.   

 
3.    Optional Tax-Deductible Donations for  2006/2007 

$ 415 or some smaller amount per student to help cover the full cost of tuition 
$ 590 or some smaller amount per student to help cover capital needs 
$ 110 or some smaller amount per student to support the Grand Rapids Christian Schools Foundation 
$ 100 or some smaller amount per student to support the New2You Shoppe 

 
4. Family Commitment 

There are two methods for determining a family's commitment. The first method simply adds up the total 
requested tuition or the required tuition and program enhancement fees for each child enrolled and adds the 
amount of optional tax-deductible donations the family has chosen to make. Your potential family commitment, 
based on this method, is the resulting amount.  The second method involves applying for tuition assistance. If 
you apply for tuition assistance and receive an award, your family’s commitment will be the total tuition for 
your children, plus any related program enhancement fees, less the amount of your tuition assistance. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
5. Tuition Assistance 

Tuition assistance is available from a number of local churches that provide assistance to families at their 
church who have children in the Christian schools. Also, ECCES (The Evangelical Committee For Christian 
Education Scholarships) and the GRCS Scholars Program offer assistance to minority students. The Grand 
Rapids Christian School's Tuition Assistance Fund provides assistance to families whose church does not. To 
apply for assistance through the GRCS, parents must complete a Grant & Aid application and submit it to 
FACTS Management Company. There is a $20 fee, payable to FACTS, to apply. Please note: our tuition 
assistance program applies to children enrolled in 1st grade through 12th grade. It does not apply to students 
enrolled in preschool, and does not apply to students in Kindergarten, if they are the family’s only child 
enrolled.   

 
In addition, we also offer a Tuition Reduction Incentive Program called TRIP. This is an easy way to reduce the 
Family’s Commitment. All current and future families, regardless of income, are eligible to participate in TRIP. 
Families who use TRIP can potentially reduce their tuition by hundreds of dollars each year simply by 
purchasing gift certificates at face value for goods and services that they purchase everyday (gas, groceries, 
clothing, etc.). As you buy the certificates, a percentage of your purchase is credited to your family's TRIP 
account. The percentage varies depending on the business, but ranges from 2% to 20%. Twice a year, the 
accumulated credits in your TRIP account are applied to your tuition account. Because TRIP credits are carried 
forward until parents elect to use them, families can begin earning TRIP credits before children are actually 
enrolled in one of our schools. Also, other family and friends can help out by purchasing TRIP certificates and 
having their credits applied to the family’s tuition account, as well. For additional information about TRIP and 
how to use it to reduce the Family Commitment, visit http://www.grcs.org/about/trip.htm or 
http://www.grtrip.org. You can also call the TRIP office at 616.574.5931. 

 
Additional Fees 

Two additional fees are not included in enrollment, but are assessed and billed to families to whom they apply 
after the school year has started. The first fee is an Early Hour Fee of $100 per semester per student, which 
applies only to high school students who are enrolled in an Early Hour class and is billed after class registration 
has been completed. The second fee is a Transportation Fee of $300 per family, which applies only to those 
families using GRCS transportation, and is billed once we have confirmed transportation usage in September.  
 
For further information, including current tuition rates, please contact Amy Orr, Associate Director of 
Admissions and Student Recruitment, 616.574.6385 or email: aorr@grcs.org.  

 


